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LABELEXPO AMERICAS 2014
OMET Packaging Printing Machines across the Atlantic
                                                                                                               Booth #3123

labelexpo Americas 2014 will take 
place from 9 - 11 September at the 
Donald E. Stephens Convention 
Center in Rosemont, Chicago. The 
2012 show had 14,335 visitors - a 
12% increase on the previous edition. 
Launched in 1989, Labelexpo Americas 
is the place that label converters from 
across the Americas come to visit and 
see new technology, find new suppliers 
and buy new equipment and machinery. 
In recent years, the rapid growth of the 
label market in Latin America has resulted 
in a significant increase in the number of

visitors from this region.
OMET celebrates its 13th ongoing 
participation in the Chicago show 
with the introduction of the most 
efficient press in its class, the XFlex 

X4 in width 440mm/17’’. The XFlex X4 
offers high efficiency for the everyday 
converter,  by combining OMET’s patented 
chilled impression roll print head design 
with  top-rate electronic equipment, 
including OMET’s famous Vision-1 fully 
automatic (MD & LD) register control 
system, and twin servo-motors on each 
printing unit that deliver industry leading
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label and thin film printing capabilities. 
The addition of the extended width to 
the XFlex X4 project was developed for 
American printers that want to produce 
both short/medium runs of labels and 
long runs of flexible packaging.
OMET has the credentials to be a reliable 
partner in the American territory with a 
wide expertise in the printing market and 
proven high-level technologies plus rapid 
US-based customer support including 
immediate troubleshooting, as well as  
fast parts and service support from OMET 
Americas facility located in Des Plaines, 
Illinois.
During the show days, XFlex X4 will 
demonstrate the rapidity of changeover 
and the excellence in self-adhesive label 
printing for the spirits sector. 
While the XFlex X4 is a “must have” 
in the many areas of the world with a 
booming economy and a strong and 
stable demographic growth like many 
Asia Pacific countries, it was still capable 
to gain market share in more established 
markets like Eastern Europe and Russia.
Being the perfect product for start-up 
companies with low investment budgets 
and inexperienced personnel, the XFlex 
X4 has turned out to be the right product 
to increase productivity rapidly with a 
limited impact on the operations overall 
costs. The increased web width will 
confirm its top productivity and be able to 
satisfy companies active in label and film 
packaging printing.
The XFlex X4 will not be alone on booth 
(#3123). At its side a XFlex X6 530mm/21’’ 
in 10 colours, since long considered a 
benchmark for the printing industry,  will 
give proof of its modularity, flexibility and 
multi-process capabilities. On the XFlex 
X6, shrink sleeve printing will alternate 
with self-adhesive converting to show 
the potential of the machine in terms of 
versatility and highly consistent results. 
Both XFlex X4 and X6 machines deliver 
outstanding performance on many 
applications to include film printing, self-
adhesive, special papers, shrinkable 
materials, in-mold labels, aluminum and 
special applications. 

Watch XFlex X4 in action
on OMETCompany channel

http://youtu.be/zEROaY0yhXQ
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OMET DEMO TIMETABLE

XFlex X6 530mm/21’’
11.30am 
2.00pm
4.00pm

XFlex X4 440mm/17’’
10.30am
12.00pm
3.00pm

OMET PRESS CONFERENCE

Wed. 10th September 2014
Press Conference Room
11.00am

Speaker: Marco Calcagni            
(OMET Sales Director)

Topics:
• OMET Americas services
• New XFlex X4 in 17” width
• XFlex X6 flexo/digital 

LABELEXPO AMERICAS SPECIAL FEATURES

SMART MART – Every day of the Show
Labelexpo Americas will feature Smart Mart, an area housing the Store of the Future where it will be possible to ‘discover the 
label and packaging technology of tomorrow’ like augmented reality, QR codes and scanners, RFID and NFC-enabled smart tags, 
temperature indicating packaging and films that prevent food spoilage and more. The intention of Smart Mart is to show how the 
latest advancements in materials and printing technologies will change the purpose of labels and packaging. 

CRAFT BEVERAGE DAY – Sep 11, 2014
The Craft Beverage Day will provide details of how to create labels that ‘stand out in a crowded marketplace’ and is only available 
for breweries, distilleries, and wineries. Attendees will be introduced to all aspects of label production, from materials used, to 
machinery involved, from adhesives to the latest trends in design.

INKJET TRAIL – Every day of the Show
Domino, Durst, EFI and Epson, inkjet press manufacturers, will be put in the limelight as they use their respective technologies to 
each produce otherwise identical label designs for food, personal care and industrial applications. 
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OMET AMERICAS
  Premium Service for North, Central & South America

oMET Americas, Inc’s scope includes 
sales and service for both the printing and 
the tissue industry on an installed base 
of around 130 machines (number that is 
growing month after month) and store 
and logistics for spares and exchanges 
for the North, Central and South American 
markets. It is also an OMET-certified 
training center. 
The OMET Americas Team consists 
of 3 administrative staff and 4 service 
specialists with both mechanical & 
electronics  expertise, working in-house 
and travelling outside, and covering 
the whole American territory. 
OMET Americas shares the same

philosophy as OMET Italy that places 
the customer at the center and offers a 
wide range of services including in-field 
assistance, fast spare parts delivery from 
its American and Italian warehouses, 
webcam troubleshooting and consultancy 
in English and Spanish. 
Call Centers are based in the US (Des 
Plaines, Illinois) and Panama, under direct 
control of OMET Americas, Inc.). Main 
warehouse servicing the American market 
is located in the Des Plaines facility. 
The Staff, Italian and American has been 

trained in Italy to replicate the Service 
structure of the main headquarters in 
Lecco.

Facts & Figures

         
OMET Americas 

has moved to
 a new facility
in Des Plaines,

Illinois, a suburb 
of Chicago

OMET Americas, Inc.

http://www.ometamericasinc.com
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OMET GLOBAL SERVICE

Europe
OMET Headquarters, Lecco, Italy

assist@omet.it
Call Center +39 0341 282661

North America
OMET Americas, Inc. 
Des Plaines, IL, USA

service@ometamericasinc.com
Call Center +1 847 376 8283

Central & South America
OMET Americas, Inc.

Panama Office
service@ometamericasinc.com

Call Center +1 847 376 8283

Asia
OMET (Suzhou) Mechanical Co. Ltd

Wujiang, Suzhou, China
admin@omet.cn

Call Center +86 512 6303 3668

Rest of the world
Authorized OMET-certified 

Service Centers are located in:
Australia, Austria, Brazil, France, Germany, India, 

New Zealand, Russia, South Africa, 
Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine



MEDICATION 
TECHNOLOGY, USA
    Specially designed Varyflex V2 prints 
    unit dose dispensing systems

Stories of excellence
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mTS is a major American producer 
of pharmaceutical packaging. From its 
headquarters of St. Petersburg, on the 
Tampa bay, it serves the market of the 
United States, with an important share of 
its production being exported to Europe. 
MTS has developed smart blisters design 
providing personalized monthly or weekly 
medication cycles. Offer includes a full line 
of unit dose packaging; the blister design 
allows to package and seal a wide variety 
of unit dose dispensing systems, ranging 
from 24-hour dosing to 30-day regimen.
OMET recently delivered a Varyflex V2 
press specially designed for the production 
of pharma blisters. The Varyflex V2 press

10
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and exhausting, plus slitting and final 
sheeting.
In order to be really effective on long runs, 
the press can convert carton up to 420 
micron thickness at very high speeds, 
while the quick printing and converting 
changeover capabilities guarantee 
profitability on extremely short runs. The 
machine can deliver the finished product 
either in rolls or finished cartons (foil-
laminated or foil+liner laminated).
After multiple tests carried out during 
the press acceptance, the installation of 
the press was successfully carried out 
during the month of November 2013 in St. 

Petersburg, Florida. 
The press is currently and efficiently 
on production.

ABOVE: sample of unit dose dispensing systems 
printed by Varyflex V2

GETTING TO KNOW MTS

MTS Medication Technologies®, an Omnicell® company, 
is an international provider of medication packaging 
systems and equipment that enhance the overall quality 
of care by reducing administration errors while helping to 
improve patient outcomes.
MTS is the leading provider of pharmaceutical packaging 
solutions in the long-term care, institutional, and retail 
markets. The company designs, develops and manufactures 
adherence blister cards along with a complete line of 
automated packaging equipment for pharmacies and 
solutions for the management of dispensed medications 
at long-term care facilities.

www.mts-mt.com
@Omnicell
www.facebook.com/omnicellinc

Stories of excellence

is 670mm/26” 3/8 wide and features 
multiple unwinders (with automatic splicing 
capabilities), and double in-line laminators 
in order to deliver a variety of constructions 
for multi-layers products, combining 
cardboard, foil and silicone liner.
The complete press configuration includes 
a UV flexo section with front/reverse 
printing capability for Hi-Def artworks. 
Furthermore, a rotogravure unit provides 
consistent coating process, while in-
line lamination is performed, in different 
positions, using water based and/or 
hot melt coatings. Multiple converting 
processes are part of the complete 
configuration: two different sections, 
in different positions along the press, 
allow perforation, cavity scoring          

MTS prints its
smart unit 

dose dispensing 
blisters with 
Varyflex V2, a 

press dedicated 
to packaging 

printing
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standardization requirements of 
brand owners, who need to rely on 
the maximum replicability of printed 
jobs, no matter the printed volumes 
or the working conditions, pushed 
OMET to launch Offset technology 
with Sleeves one year ago. Offset 
involves quite important savings in pre-press 
and the possibility to find service centers 
everywhere in the world. The mix of offset 
and flexo allows to take advantage of what 
is good of both, including for the second 
the ease of ink management and the inner 
process flexibility.
Addressing mainly large converters 
printing long runs of flexible packaging or 
added-value labels, XFlex X6 with offset/
flexo combination is offered in widths up 
to 530mm/21’’ (the only printing machine 
equipped with offset groups in such width) 
and has encountered already the plause of 
many printers worldwide.

So states recently Marco Calcagni, 
sales and  marketing director of 
OMET: “With this innovation, OMET 
strongly affirms its leading position 
in the packaging industry bestowing 
prestige to its engineering capabilities 
which, in turn, give uniqueness and 

value to the customers who choose to 
avail of OMET high-end machines.”

Flat-bed hot foil printing introduced

While Offset with sleeves and Digital inkjet 
were the missing pieces in the company’s 
multi-technology offer, the introduction 
of flat-bed hot foil in-line on XFlex X6 
packaging printing machines is bound to 
increase the level of printing quality the 
company can offer. 
OMET’s R&D took a short time to tune 
the ‘Rhino’ flat-bed hot foil group into 
XFlex X6 presses with great satisfaction of 

Technology & Innovation

ABOVE: XFlex X6 press with combination 
of flexo & offset groups

13

         

OMET 
Flexo/Offset 
(by Sleeve) 

combination 
dominates 

the scene of 
packaging 
printing

MULTI-PROCESS 
TECHNOLOGY LEADING THE WAY
                OMET announces new additions to the range of technologies available in-line 
                      on XFlex X6 packaging printing machines 
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LEFT: 
The Rhino group in-line on a XFlex X6 
press

ABOVE: 
XFlex X6 with the 
combination of 
offset/flexo groups

MULTI-PROCESS 
TECHNOLOGY LEADING THE WAY
                OMET announces new additions to the range of technologies available in-line 
                      on XFlex X6 packaging printing machines 

RIGHT: 
Sample label printed 
with offset/flexo XFlex X6 
equipped with Rhino flat-bed 
hot foil group

the supplier, the Swiss Pantec. It 
could be possibile to start foiling/
embossing with exceptional quality 
results from the first run.
‘Rhino’ compliments OMET’s press 
design flexibility thanks to its turning 
foil head and delivers cost-efficient 
production of complex designs 
in one pass with the superior quality 
of flat-bed technology. The ‘Rhino’ 

uses low-cost flat-bed foils and 
flat embossing tools also on rotary 
presses, thus involving savings in the 
purchase of materials. In addition, a 
special foil saving system reduces 
the overall material supply.
The ‘Rhino’ by Pantec has all 
is needed to achieve perfect 

embossing results: embossing for rough 
papers and high relief depths thanks to 
its longer retention time, compared with 
the rotating process, adjustable, accurate 
processing time independent of the 
production speed, and a robust design 
with 2-eccentric shaft for the hub, which 
ensures uniform embossing pressure 
under extreme conditions. The group does 
not impact on the speed of changeover, a 
‘must’ in rotary printing presses with all-
in-one-pass technology, as the embossing 
change is minimised thanks to a special 
tool cassette system. The effective set-up 
of the machine can be performed at low 
speed. The robust mechanics of ‘Rhino’ 
enables operation speeds of up to 120 
meters per minute.

         Announced
availability of

in-line flat-bed
hot foil on
XFlex X6 
presses

MULTI-PROCESS BY OMET

OMET’s multi-process technology for all-in-one-pass production 
of labels, flexible packaging and folding carton includes: water-
based and UV flexo, wet offset (with sleeves), screen, rotogravure 
and digital printing (JetPlus), incorporating what’s best of each 
technology. 
Converting and finishing number: cold and hot foil, in-line 
lamination, hot melt glue application, cold seal, reverse printing 
with or without web turn bar, special die-cutting with Monotwin 
Cut system (only flexible dies are replaced instead of costly die 
cylinders), Rock’n’Roll matrix rewinder, double unwinder, and more.

Watch Flat-bed Hot foil in action
on OMETCompany channel

http://youtu.be/18J-C0rv9tM?list=UUiFeQqg9UE-Azln5zetMEHw
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Technology & Innovation

digital inkjet is the latest addition 
to OMET’s range of technologies 
available in-line and is the answer to 
the needs of efficiency in short runs 
printing and just-in-time deliveries. 
Thanks to the considerable operating 
speed and the ability to greatly 
reduce  costs, the combination of 
digital with flexo and a whole set of 
finishing and converting solutions 
opens new frontiers to printers worldwide.
After a period of testing OMET has given 
its OK to the sale of the new digital 
inkjet printing unit named JetPlus. The 
technology is the result of the cooperation 
with the Swiss company Domino, provider 
of the inkjet module, and the work of 
OMET’s R&D team that is responsible for 
its perfect integration into the presses 
and the achievement of important results 
for what concerns the speed of operation 

and the general cost management.
JetPlus is another important element 
of OMET’s multi-technology, 
multi-substrate, multi-application 
machine offering, with digital inkjet 
fitting into the company’s in-line 
printing, converting, finishing and 
delivery package for all-in-one, 
single-pass production.
On the same press line it is possible 

to add flexo and offset groups, for the 
printing of pantones and solids, digital for 
cmyk or pantone printing, cold and hot 
foil, screen printing for special effects, 
UV lamination when needed and, finally, 
die-cutting and embossing. All processes 
are performed in-line with no need of 
extra converting work offline, generally 
quite expensive as for energy spending, 
handling costs and operators’ work.  
JetPlus allows printing and die-cutting

OMET DIGITAL INKJET
Confirmed the availability of JetPlus digital inkjet 
                        

         

JetPlus as
seen during 

OMET’S ‘Open 
doors’ event 
in May 2014 
available in 

the company’s 
catalog
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OMET DIGITAL INKJET
Confirmed the availability of JetPlus digital inkjet 
                        unit for sale

WHAT’S SPECIAL IN JETPLUS
HIGH QUALITY
• 600x600 DPI resolution
• Up to 4 grey levels
• Dot sizes between 4-20 pL
• Printing width is modular in steps of 4.25” (108 mm)
• Supports water-based and UV-based inks to suit your 
application
• Speeds up to 60 m/min
EASY TO HANDLE
• Easy and fast start-up procedure
• Print modules can be easily replaced through with a 
unique system
• Easy set-up through the fully graphical user interface of 
the whole inkjet system
• Print full digital information in conjunction with 
an online RIP

FLEXIBILITY
• Materials: paper, adhesive coupled paper, laid paper or film. 
Pre-coated or special materials are not required
LOW COSTS
• Low investment costs due to very high integration of state of 
the art technology
• Spare heads are a cost effective way of ensuring ongoing 
print quality
• Refurbish program for spare heads is available
• Low cost production especially for short runs
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at an average speed of 60 meters 
per minute thanks to the presence of 
Monotwin Cut, the die-cutting system 
patented by OMET. 
In case of variation of the die-cutting 
shape, the change is carried out rapidly 
with no need to neither replace the 
magnetic cylinder nor adjust the die-
cutting unit since pre-register settings 
are automatic with respect both to digital 
or flexo. Monotwin Cut is equipped with 
standard gap-master to promote a longer 
and better use of dies. 
The rapidity of start-ups with minimum 
waste involved, and the fast changeovers, 
even in presence of rather different print 
jobs, confirm the efficiency of the flexo/
digital press for the printing of small runs 
handling a great variability of materials 
and designs, and coping with just-in-
time deliveries. Through JetPlus, jobs 
that normally would not be convenient 
if printed on a much higher productive 
machine or on equipment with by far 
complex configurations, become possible 
with the guarantee of the highest quality. 
The addition of digital to the range of 
available technologies in OMET’s catalog 
marks another step into the company’s 
idea of platform combination. Multi-
process printing, that is to say the 
availability of different technologies in-
line, and overall machine flexibility for 
what concerns substrates and types of 
jobs that could be handled, is the direction 
OMET is following to answer the growing 
needs of worldwide label and packaging 
printers. 

So states Marco Calcagni, sales and 
marketing director of OMET: 

GETTING TO KNOW MONOTWIN CUT

Monotwin Cut uses a single magnetic cylinder for all label sizes, eliminating the need for 
converters to stock a large and expensive range of tools at their factories. 
The advantages of the system are:
• A reduction in time and management costs: there is no need for keeping a stock of 
magnetic cylinders; you change just one single sheet and in a few seconds you can switch 
from one format to another with no material waste
• Reduced production problems associated with late deliveries of tools and 
variable tool quality
• Simple and intuitive to use
• Great operator ergonomics: no lifting tackle is required for cylinders
• Full control of the unit, web tension and waste removal from the main control panel
• Fully automatic pre-register and register control

Technology & Innovation

“JetPlus is for converters a flexible, 
economic, compact solution capable of 
delivering in one stop the upmost quality, 
the highest productivity and increased 
savings of time and waste. Such a 
technology was still missing in the market 
and we are confident that converters 
will take the challenge of all-in-one pass 
production to improve their efficiency on 
small to long runs.”

Watch Montowin Cut in action
on OMETCompany channel

http://youtu.be/Jw1gRalVG_A?list=UUiFeQqg9UE-Azln5zetMEHw
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UNDER THE SIGN OF 
LOYALTY AND TRUST

Stories of excellence

Artes Gráficas Modernas and OMET, founded 
the same year, 1963, joined paths in 2005 and 
the feeling is that the cooperation 
will not stop soon  
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with half a century history, 
Artes Gráficas Modernas, a family 
-owned company located in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, employs 
over 280 people and serves the 
national and international market 
counting with exports to more than 
20 countries in America. 
AGM S.A. started in 1963 as a sheet-fed 
offset and typographic printing company. In 
1985 the company introduced a big change 
in business with the conversion from 
sheet-fed offset printing to rotary printing, 
incorporating the first flexo presses to 
produce self-adhesive labels delivered in 
rolls. 
The company development has been since 
then unstoppable. In 1990, in fact, AGM 
clearly redefines its core business in favor 
of the printing of high quality self-adhesive 
labels with combination of different  
technologies (flexography, letterpress, offset,

gravure, screen, digital, hot and 
cold foil) and, contemporarily, 
begins integrating the printing 
business to the manufacturing of 
its own self-adhesive materials. 
Being a pioneer of combination 

printing, AGM is the first company 
in the region to acquire in 1999 the first 
printing press capable of simultaneously 
print 9 colours, and combining offset, flexo, 
silkscreen and hot stamping.
Today the company has several machine 
lines dedicated to the production of 
self-adhesive material, both paper and 
synthetic. 
AGM. S.A. is nowadays the first and only 
integrated company in Latin America that 
prints special and innovative products 
including self-adhesive and promotional 
labels, security and anti-counterfeit 
labelling systems, developed internally 
thanks to the possibility to produce their 

Stories of excellence

         

Artes Gráficas 
Modernas 

employs over 
280 people and 

serves the national 
and international 

market with 
exports to more 

than 20 countries 
in America



own self-adhesive materials, with first level 
technology equipment for siliconizing, 
adhesive coating and printing of plastic 
films, without depending on international 
or national suppliers. 
The need for high-speed technology, 
excellent quality, and at the same time 
good performance, pushed the company 
to venture into new business with the 
acquisition in 2005 of the first Varyflex V2 
press by OMET. Thanks to the excellent 
results achieved, AGM currently owns 4 
machines of the Italian manufacturer of 
packaging printing machines. 
The encounter with OMET dates way 
back in the past. At an exhibition in 1994, 
AGM saw the design of a printing group 
by OMET and began to study the behavior 
of the same with the expectation that 
could print materials with low micron 
UV curing. Following the evolution of 
this model, it was in 2005 when AGM

decided to purchase the first Varyflex 
V2 in 520mm/21’’ to print low thickness 
plastic substrates, which are temperature 
sensitive and highly demanding in terms 
of printing tension. 
“There are many technical features that we 
appreciate in OMET’s equipment”, states 
Mr. Fernando Leiro, President of AGM, 
“The simplicity in the management of the 
press, the versatility of configuration that 
enables us to combine in-line different 
technologies, the machine stability 
during long runs, the extraordinary Vision 
automatic register control, and the little 
waste during the set-up. Another point 
worth mentioning is after sales tele-
assistance characterised by excellent 
management and response. These are the 
reasons why AGM has decided to rely on 
Varyflex and XFlex equipment, now and in 
the future.”
These machines perfectly suit AGM’s

220
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Stories of excellence

printing needs. Ideal for specialized 
packaging and high quality self-adhesive 
labels, and for the combination printing 
of large volumes of labels on thin plastic 
materials.
The excellent communication flow 
between OMET and AGM, at both executive 
and technical levels has surpassed the 
professional stage, generating trust and 
brand loyalty. The fluid and cordial dialogue 
between the owners of both companies, 
as well as between the staff thereof, has 
become true friendship beyond the every 
day’s business, achieving an excellent 
disposition to reach the best performance 
in the resolution of any issue.

AGM has found in OMET a strong partner 
that supported the company in its path of 
growth and will continue to be a reliable 
friend for the development of the future 
business, with the certainty that all 
consultation and development will lead to 
a result in effective and affective way. 

“We are astonished by the quality of 
OMET’s printing presses and we are more 
than satisfied with the direct business 
relationship with the Italian company. If 
the market responds and continues in 
this line of growth, we are confident that 
our next investments will be again with 
OMET”, concludes Mr. Leiro.

agm-sa.com

printing needs. Ideal for specialized 
packaging and high quality self-adhesive 
labels, and for the combination printing 
of large volumes of labels on thin plastic 
materials.
The excellent communication flow 
between OMET and AGM, at both executive 
and technical levels has surpassed the 
professional stage, generating trust and 
brand loyalty. The fluid and cordial dialogue 
between the owners of both companies, 
as well as between the staff thereof, has 
become true friendship beyond the every 
day’s business, achieving an excellent 
disposition to reach the best performance 
in the resolution of any issue.

Stories of excellence
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PREVIOUS PAGES: 
page 18: AGM’s management team with Mr. Fernando Leiro (last on the right)
page 19: Varyflex V2 packaging pringint platform in operation

ABOVE: AGM’s XFlex X6 printing self-adhesive labels at high speeds

RIGHT: AGM’s plant in Buenos Aires, Argentina

BELOW: Further two Varyflex V2 in operation

agm-sa.com
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FLEXIBLE AND OPTIMUM 
PERFORMANCE

The Emerson logo is a trademark and service mark of Emerson Electric Co. © 2014 Emerson Electric Company

Innovative and high quality print solutions from 
Emerson deliver more fl exibility, higher speed 
and lower cost.

Find the perfect combined Control Techniques and 
Leroy-Somer automation solution for your application at 
www.emersonindustrial.com

Scan with your smart device to fi nd out more about 
Emerson Printing solutions
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Technology & Innovation

TWO IS BETTER!
Double unwinding system drastically 
reduces the time and material needed 
for job changeovers

DOUBLE UNWINDING SYSTEM: A PRODUCTION CASE

AVERAGE PRODUCTION SPEED: 120 meters per minute

MATERIAL ROLLS LENGHT: 2,000 meters each 

JOB SHIFTS: 2 shifts a day of 8 hours each

DAYS OF PRODUCTION (PER YEAR): 230 days

OVERALL SAVINGS (ON ANY OMET’S PRESS):  321 hours of production, which means approximately 1,090 rolls 
of raw material! 
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the addition in-line of a 
double unwinder, semi-automatic 
unwinding system for ultra-fast 
change of the printing substrate, is 
one of OMET’s latest innovations. 
Advantageous is the possibility for the 
operator to switch from one material 
roll to another, previously uploaded 
on the second shaft of the double unwinder, 
cut, splice and start printing! 
The two shafts can be used alternatively, so 
the preparation of the new roll on the free 
shaft is carried out while the machine is still in 
operation. The second unwinding shaft is an 
option that can applied to the printing presses 
of the XFlex line. The double unwinder helps 
saving several minutes in the changeover 
process; as a consequence the productivity 
and profitability of the machine increase 
with any type of run. Overall costs are 
decreased of a 75 percent and the machine

downtime for roll replacement is 
reduced to less than 1 minute – 
versus 3 minutes on a configuration 
without double unwinder, where 
the extra time is needed to remove 

the core of the finished roll and 
upload the new one. Let’s note that 
the job change can be performed by 

1 operator only as the roll replacement is 
performed during production. 
The double unwinding system is another 
step towards maximum operational flexibility 
and efficiency at reduced costs. It is worth 
of note that the double unwinding system 
changes subtly the machine layout but does 
not affect the work of the operators, thus 
realizing the concept of the concentration 
of the most advanced technology in the 
shortest possible footprint. This promotes 
the careful use of factory spaces and the 
greatest ergonomics of movements.

Technology & Innovation

         
Simple, yet 
effective 

innovation on 
OMET’s presses 

aimed at reducing 
wastage involved 

in the printing 
process. 



the matrix stripping and rewinder unit by 
OMET offers many advantages to printers 
among which the increase of the machine 
speed, the reduction of waste and the 
extreme accuracy of execution.
Unlike traditional solutions with fixed 
rewinding turret, the Rock’n’Roll calculates 
the movement of the rewinder in the 
horizontal axis of the machine rails to 
follow the increase of volume of the waste 
coil. By doing so, the point of detachment 
of the material stays fixed. Different from 
similar equipment offered by competitors, 
OMET’ solution is characterized by simpler 
mechanics, with less chance of wear and 
with no special devices placed on the 
horizontal axis of motion of the rewinder.
Here is a list of the main advantages of the 
system: substantial increase of the speed of 
stripping; prevention of rupture of the waste 
and consequent machine downtime; waste 
coiling in a compact and regular way for a 
better performance on long runs; possibility 
of maintaining a high-speed machine even in 
the presence of complex die-cutting shapes 
or with very thin matrix edges; presence of a 
servo motor to maintain the tension constant 
(the tension related to the substrate or the 
label shape can be recalled as recipe) when 
varying the diameter of the matrix coil; 
opportunity to modify the web path to allow 
a different angle of detachment of the waste.
On the operational side, Rock’n’Roll 
facilitates the printer in the management of 
the machine because it works automatically 
and autonomously with no need of 
constant control during operation. The 
operator, in fact, should neither change 
the parameters of the rewinder nor adjust 
the potentiometer or the clutch to change 
the tension of the material in relation to the

WASTE... ROCK’N’ROLL
OMET’s advanced waste matrix rewinder guarantees constant 
productivity and simple operation on complex labels

increase of the diameter of the matrix coil. 
The main control panel of the machine 
allows the visualization of all the parameters 
of Rock’n’Roll, which can be also retrieved 
from recipes in case of repeated work.
Rock’n’Roll has been designed to make 
the press increasingly more automated and 
simplify its set-up, as well as to prevent 
costly downtime during production. The 
machine operator must be less specialized 
to use the system and margins of error, both 
human and machine, are minimized.

Watch Rock’n’Roll in action
on OMETCompany channel
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http://youtu.be/DqYgjIWg7TU?list=UUiFeQqg9UE-Azln5zetMEHw


Labels enhanced with KURZ hot stamping or cold foils make a striking appearance on bottles or flexible 
packaging – and in combination with TRUSTSEAL® foil technology you can visually upgrade your product 
while making it more resistant to counterfeiting. KURZ provides customized solutions for all kinds of 
foiling applications. With KURZ you can count on tailored advice, reliable delivery and top-notch service 
– not only for stamping foils but also in the production of dies. For full details please visit our website:
www.kurz.de

LEONHARD KURZ  
Stiftung & Co. KG
Schwabacher Strasse 482
90763 Fuerth/Germany 
Phone: + 49 911 71 41-0
Fax: + 49 911 71 41-357
E-Mail: sales@kurz.de
Internet: www.kurz.de

Hot Stamping and Cold Foiling Technology
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Global networking

Italian manufacturers of printing 
machinery cheek by jowl with the most 
prominent international stakeholders: 
this was made possible by ACIMGA 
(which stands for Italian Manufacturers 
Association of Machinery for the 
Graphic, converting and paper industry) 
on April 29th in Baltimore, during the 
FTA ANNUAL FORUM – the leading 
flexography event in the US produced by 
FTA (Flexographic Technical Association).
“The idea of a collaboration with FTA 
came a couple of years ago,” informs 
Andrea Briganti, director of ACIMGA, 
“and became true with our participation 

to the Annual Forum 2014 in Baltimore 
where we organized an informal cocktail 
and a meeting consisting of a convivial 
seminar taking place at a crucial time of 
the event (held from April 27th to 30th). 
”The happening organised by ACIMGA 
took place during the FTA FORUM 
and the exhibition NFO*FLEX, with the 
record-setting presence of  1,800 delegates in 
Baltimore.
Participants to the event numbered around 90 
including businessmen, industry professionals, 
agents, university professors, students, 
trainers and international associations.
Hosted by ACIMGA president Marco 
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ACIMGA meets top 
US Flexo players 
Crowded seminar promoted by the Italian industry 
association during the latest FTA FORUM in Baltimore

Marco Calcagni, sales and marketing director of OMET Srl, is the current 
president of ACIMGA. He will serve a two-year term flanked by VP Aldo Peretti 
of Uteco Group. Marco Calcagni was born in Lecco on September 2, 1966. After 
graduating from the Technical Institute of Lecco “Badoni”, he enters OMET in 
1987. In 2000 Marco becomes vice-president of OMET China and in 2012 of 
OMET Americas, Inc. Former vice-president of ACIMGA, he is also councelor 
of ATIF (Italian Technical Association for the development of Flexography) 
and member of the board of the network of companies named “Tissue Italy”, 
organizer of the event IT’s Tissue.



2

Calcagni and former president Felice 
Rossini, participants welcomed the 
opportunity for high-level discussion with 
top players of the flexo industry. Discussion 
topics included the latest developments in 
Italy’s economic scenario, with particular 
reference to ACIMGA’s actions and the 
upcoming edition of Converflex – the 
industry’s standard setting-event taking 
place from May 19th to 23rd 2015. The 
seminar provided a great deal of interesting 
ideas and promoted new business contacts 
as well as the sharing of expert views on 
technical matters.
During the seminar, ACIMGA provided 
data on the performance of the sector in 
Italy and on the trend of trade flows with 
the United States: the American public 
is always very attentive to data and

updated information,” concludes Briganti.

“With this seminar – explained Marco 
Calcagni, president of ACIMGA and 
OMET sales and marketing director 
as he welcomed guests – we intend to 
promote the meeting and sharing of 
ideas between representatives of the 
most important companies in the global 
market and Italian manufacturers. Indeed, 
ACIMGA represents the top technology 
manufacturers in the global flexo industry.”

“As vice-president of ACIMGA and 
president of the North American branch 
of Uteco - says Aldo Peretti, CEO and 
shareholder, Uteco Group – I believe 
informal networking opportunities like 
this one in Baltimore generate significant 
return on a leading market like the US.”

acimga.it

29

Global networking



Supremex Inc., Canada, wins technical 
challenge award in Packaging category 
at 2014 Gutenberg Gala
Supremex, Montreal-based Canada’s largest provider of stock and custom-
manufactured envelopes, won the technical challenge award in the packaging 
category at the 2014 edition of Gutenberg Gala for its printed envelope “My 
New 2014 Beauty Guide” produced for Yves Rocher. 
The envelope was printed on OMET’s Varyflex V2 press which features high 
definition flexographic printing. The Gutenberg Gala awards are presented 
annually by the Canadian Print and Graphic Communications Institute which 
recognizes excellence in graphics and the printing industry.
The printing challenge on this particular series of envelopes was significant, 
given that a 20 micron stochastic screening was used for high speed printing. 
The UV ink used for this process has enabled Supremex to achieve a gloss 
varnish effect. Few printers in Quebec would dare to achieve such a high level 
of precision within a flexographic process. The smoothness of the skin tones, 
the vibrant colors and perfect register made the production of this envelope 
an exciting challenge. 
“This reward is yet another example of Supremex’s commitment to address 
the high quality standards of its customers. Supremex is consistently seeking 
to attain enhanced levels of excellence. This custom envelope is an excellent 
example underlining the dedication of our talented employees and their 
continuous innovative spirit,” commented Dany Paradis, Chairman of the 
Board. 
 

The Supremex Team
receives the 

Gutenberg Award

Stories of excellence
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GETTING TO KNOW SUPREMEX

Supremex Inc. is Canada’s largest 
manufacturer and marketer of a broad range 

of stock and custom envelopes and related 
products. Supremex is the only national 
envelope manufacturer in Canada with 

facilities across six provinces and employs 
approximately 525 people. This nationwide 

presence enables it to manufacture 
products tailored to the specifications of 

major national customers such as leading 
Canadian corporations, national resellers and 

governmental entities, paper merchants, as 
well as process and solutions providers.

supremex.com

Watch Supremex winning envelope 
on OMETCompany channel

http://youtu.be/yUZRD648iyo?list=UUiFeQqg9UE-Azln5zetMEHw
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Heineken Beers wear prestigious 
Masterpress’s Shrink Sleeves

ABOVE:
Marek Sosnowski, sales & marketing deputy 
director of Masterpress receiving the award 
from Mike Fairley

masterpress.com
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Masterpress,
Poland, wins 
FINAT Award 
with shrink 

sleeve printed 
on a XFlex X6 
press by OMETentries for FINAT’s prestigious Label 

Competition are collected before 
the annual Congress and the award 
ceremony is included in the Congress 
program. Among winners of a FINAT award 
this year is Masterpress, Poland. The Polish 
company has been awarded for a shrink 
sleeve meant to wear a Heineken beer bottle. 
The white Heineken sleeve was printed on 
one of Masterpress’ hybrid printing presses 
XFlex X6 by OMET which combine UV flexo 
and rotogravure printing processes on a 
single press.

Here is the appreciation expressed by 
FINAT panel during the 2014 Annual 
FINAT Label Competition ceremony in 

Monaco, France: 
“The Non-Adhesive Group is won by 
Masterpress S.A., Poland, for Heineken 
The Future – Limited Edition. This sleeve 
has immediate eye appeal with stars in 
abundance! The use of silver foiling makes 
the label stand out on the bottle. Using 9 
colours, UV and solvent flexo and gravure 
makes this a complex label to print.”
Admire the shrink sleeve here on the left...



NUCERIA SETS UP 
ONE NON-STOP 
PACKAGING SHOP
New flexible packaging division 
at Nuceria group
by Andy Thomas

Stories of excellence
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NUCERIA SETS UP 
ONE NON-STOP 
PACKAGING SHOP Italy’s biggest label converter, Nuceria 

group, is setting up a flexible packaging 
division alongside its carton converting and 
labels operations in Naples to become a fully 
integrated, one-stop packaging group. 
“It is much easier for me, when I am selling 
labels, to also sell the other divisions of our 
company,” says Paola Iannone, who leads 
the group’s international sales. 
“Meanwhile for our medium and smaller-
sized customers we will become more 
proactive and propose to them different 
design approaches for their packaging. We 
are creating in Milan a dedicated artwork 
center for this purpose.”
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Flexible packaging

“Seven years ago we spotted the trend from 
wet glue labels to pressure-sensitive labels,’ 
says Guido Iannone. “But today 70 percent of 
our new requests are for flexible packaging, 
and that’s why we have to adapt again. Our 
main focus now is on flexible packaging in 
partnership with OMET.”
At the same time, both wet glue and PS labels 
still have the potential to grow, says Guido, 
particularly in the Italian wine and cosmetics 
markets. 
The new flexible packaging operation in 
Naples has its own dedicated building 
housing two 530mm-wide OMET  XFlex X6 
presses. These are 10-color machines with in-
line gravure and rail-based hot stamping unit. 
They are equipped with IST UV units 
and chill drums on every print station, 
and IR drying. All UV inks and press 
operating procedures are optimized 
for Low Migration applications. 
The presses are highly automated, 
incorporating OMET’s Vision-2 auto-
register control along with centralized 
pressure adjustment. A Kocher & 
Beck URS automated roll handling 
unit is installed at each end of the 
press to allow automated roll change 
and roll removal. “All parameters 
are memorized so repeat setups are 
fast,” says Guido Iannone. 
Rewind and inspection are handled on a 
Prati Jupiter 530 equipped with in-line BST 
inspection. A Comexi off-line laminator will be 
installed later this year.
Alongside the OMET presses is an ETI 
Cohesio converting machine. “This is for 
special applications, not to manufacture our 
own materials, but as part of our investment in 
R&D,”  says Guido. ‘We are looking at things 
like how can we create a spout on flexpack 
materials. At the end of the year we will 
analyze all these projects and decide which 
we commercialize.”

The future

Guido and Paola’s father Antonio Iannone, 
President and the most active strategy deployer 
of the group - sums up the Nuceria philosophy: 

“We aim for continuous 
improvements and to steady 

growth not only based on the acquisition 
of new market share but also on cultural 
and organizational development. This 
growth, however, must always be 
anchored to our values, especially 
those related to sustainability.”
It is not hard to see these traditional values 
in action. Guido and Paola are both strong 
advocates of a ‘nature-based’ working 
environment, which is heavily influenced 
by Japanese culture. The company has 
designed green relaxation areas and a 
‘Green Wall’ in the carton plant shows 
continually changing natural environments. 
Office desks are made from recycled pallets.
Guido is in addition a practiced chef 
and the company’s new meeting room 
includes a full chef’s kitchen where 
gourmet food can be prepared while 

         
Leading Italian 

converting group 
Nuceria has 

added a flexible 
packaging 

division to its 
labels and carton 
operations and is 
also expanding 
geographically
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meetings are in progress. Nuceria is a 
keen sponsor of community cookery 
events.
Taken together with its strong policy on 
investment in young people, a definable 
corporate personality emerges. 
Of course, a successful company culture

must have a bottom line result: in the first 
three months of this year, Nuceria grew 
by 27 percent, and was aiming at a €52 
millions annual turnover even without the 
growth expected from the acquisition of 
Appia Etichette in Turin.
(published per courtesy of Labels & Labeling)

PREVIOUS PAGE:
Nuceria group team. From left: Arturo Stanzione, 
Antonio Iannone, Paola Iannone and Guido Iannone

ABOVE:
The XFlex X6 530mm/21’’ 
installed at Nuceria’s plant 
in Naples

nuceriaadesivi.com
nucerialab.com
facebook.com/NuceriaAdesivi

GETTING TO KNOW NUCERIA GROUP

Nuceria was born in Salerno in 1984 as a company specialised in the production of adhesive 
labels. Thanks to its reliability in product quality and investments in progressive and 
constant innovation, the company became the market leader in Italy and is a landmark in the 
development of integrated packaging solutions.
Since 2001, with the establishment of a factory in Milan, the company determines the 
breakthrough on the international stage as a multiplant company.
In 2005, the group starts a strategy of product diversification, investing in technology to print 
flexible packaging (sleeves, roll-fed, wraparound).
This process of diversification has its greatest expression in the decision - taken in 2009 - to 
dedicate a new plant for the production of in-mold labels and foldings solutions.
Nuceria has built its business serving major corporations in beuty care, such as J&J, PG, Colgate 
Palmolive, Bolton-Manitoba, Reckitt Benckiser.
The success of the business is reflected in increasing - 2007/2012 - more than 20% of revenue, 
accompanied by a high fidelity of the company’s main customers. Today, the company has a 
leading position in the field of self-adhesive labels and has been able - in an innovative and 
effective way - to diversify its product range with huge investments in complex and integrated 
folding and flexible labels (sleeves, IML, wraparound).
Since 2012 the Nuceria is trustee of the Italian Mint State (IPZS) for the production of 
pharmaceuticals optical label. This latest milestone is only the first step toward a massive 
growth in the pharmaceutical sector.



OMET appoints Jet Technologies 
as its valuable representative 
        for the territory of Indonesia

Jet Technologies is a specialist distributor 
of products to the packaging industry and 
the print and finishing industry. Founded in 
Australia over 30 years ago, and still a family-
owned company with many offices and 
service centers in the world, Jet Technologies 
employs highly skilled staff who service a 
broad spectrum of needs within their core 
markets. 
“We strongly believe that Jet Technologies 
has the ability to understand the market and 
the clients’ needs.They have invested in their 
Indonesian operations and have the structure 
to really do well on the territory. 
“We are confident  that OMET and Jet 
Technologies will be able to establish a strong 
long-term partnership in Indonesia,” stated 
Paolo Grasso, export area manager of OMET.

Jet Technologies director, Jack Malki added: 
“Starting a new operation in Indonesia has 
allowed us to select the very best partners. We 
have seen OMET has a remarkable success in 
numerous countries and the feedbacks from 
a number of printers we spoke with were 
outstanding. We are excited about bringing a 
quality product to Indonesia and supporting it 
with a strong local sales & service team.”

World Sales TeamGlobal networking
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GETTING TO KNOW JET TECHNOLOGIES

Jet Technologies, with more than 20 years of experience in 
the graphic arts supplies in Australia, established just recently 
in Indonesia, where in less than a year has been capable to 
drive attention and create its ‘own spot’ in the supply chain of 
machines, tools and consumables. OMET and Jet Technologies, 
together with the other suppliers represented, form a 
perfect mix of technology, values and friendship in such an 
enthusiastic industry. 

jet-ap.comwww.jet-ap.com



OMET appoints Jet Technologies 
as its valuable representative 
        for the territory of Indonesia
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“TIME WILL CONFIRM IF A                                    
              JOB IS WELL DONE”     

time will confirm if a job is well done,” so 
quotes the website of Grafiche Pradella, a 
printing company founded in 1918 by Ido 
Pradella as a small print shop in the rear of 
the homonymous stationery in Bormio-SO, 
Italy. In the 70s, thanks to the foresight of 
his children Italo and Felice, the company 
expanded with the purchase of the first 
offset printing machines.
Gabriele Pradella, the only representative 
of the third generation who followed in the 
footsteps of the family, makes his entrance 
in the company in 1991, after graduating 

Grafiche Pradella: investing in state-of-the-art technology  
is the secret to ensure a steady growth over time
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“TIME WILL CONFIRM IF A                                    
              JOB IS WELL DONE”     

FLEXIBILITY
• Materials: paper, adhesive coupled paper, laid paper or film. 
Pre-coated or special materials are not required
LOW COSTS
• Low investment costs due to very high integration of state of 
the art technology
• Spare heads are a cost effective way of ensuring ongoing 
print quality
• Refurbish program for spare heads is available
• Low cost production especially for short runs

Grafiche Pradella: investing in state-of-the-art technology  
is the secret to ensure a steady growth over time
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as a Graphic Specialist at Rizzoli Institute 
of Milan. The same year, it is his idea to 
enter the world of flexographic printing 
with the purchase of the first machine in 6 
colors using water-based inks.
The encounter with OMET takes place 
in 2001 with the purchase of a Flexy 
330mm/13’’ with 8 colors. The arrival 
of the new machine raises a logistical 
problem: the plant of Bormio is too small 
to accommodate it and the company has 
to quickly relocate part of the production 
in a rented building in the town of Cepina-
SO, Italy.
With the acquisition of major clients in 
the pharmaceutical and food industry, the 
company continues to expand and soon 
it becomes necessary to further enlarge 
the area dedicated to production with the 
opening in 2011 of a new plant in Mazzo in 
Valtellina-SO. The new headquarters cover 
an area of 6,000 square meters, of which 
half covered intended for the production, 
in which 15 employees work on 2 shifts.
Grafiche Pradella’s core market sectors 
are: food, cosmetics, pharmaceutical 
and industry. With the purchase in the 
beginning of 2014 of a new machine for 
offline hot stamping and screen printing 
the company has begun the penetration 
in the wine industry, very dynamic and 
relevant in the Valtellina area.
“What sets us apart from the competition 
is the direct relationship that we establish 
with our customers,” says Nicole Ghilotti, 
sales and communications manager at 
Grafiche Pradella. “Our size allows us to 
produce from small to large runs, giving

Stories of excellence

due  importance to all customers, 
regardless of their printed volumes 
demand.” The guarantee of an ‘all-
inclusive’ service ranging from the study 
of the graphic to the development of 
practical solutions for paper-making, 
makes the offer of the company even 
more appealing.
The creation of the graphics internally and 
the use of HD, the speed of response and 
the excellent management of emergencies 
complete a picture already very promising 
for any potential client. A good SEO ranking 
helps the company emerge as supplier of 
special materials and uncommon printing 
processes.
Grafiche Pradella is also very attentive 
to the dynamics of quality and the 
environment. The company is ISO 
certified and the quality procedures are 
strictly followed by every employee of 
the company. A FSC certification will be 
implemented in 2015.
“The purchase, completed in early 2014, 
of a new OMET XFlex X6 430mm/17’’ 
with 8 colors, complemented by a 100% 
inspection system of E+L, will enable us 
to print on a wider range of materials, to 
include films and laminates, and to be able 
to offer an increasingly higher quality,” 
continues Nicole Ghilotti. “In OMET we 
found a reliable partner, practical and 
up to date on market trends and new 
technologies. The geographical proximity 
to OMET’s plant in Lecco is the last piece 
that completes an already excellent overall 
picture and allows us to obtain, for any 
need, prompt, and efficient assistance.”

grafichepradella.com
facebook.com/GrafichePradella

PREVIOUS PAGE & RIGHT:
Gabriele Pradella, owner of Grafiche 

Pradella, and Daniele Cantoni, operator on 
XFlex X6, studying the work schedule of 

the machine
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               SUCCESSFUL                 
COMEBACK

Seuster Labels grows in  
modern flexo printing with the 
installation of OMET’s XFlex X4
by Klemens Ehrlitzer
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new chapter in a long history. What 
have tacks to do with sticky labels? 
First, both serve to attach something 
to a substrate; secondly, the company 
Seuster from Plettenberg, Germany, has 
successfully marketed both products in the 
course of its history. While the tacks were 
the starting point of the company in 1920, 
labels now represent the core business 
of Seuster Labels GmbH, which emerged 
in 2003 through a management buyout of 
the former family. With the installation of 
an 8 color XFlex X4 flexo press by OMET, 
the company plans to continue the recent 
successes, as managing director Reiner 
Vöbel explained during a visit on site. 
A curious fact: the origin of the company 
Seuster dates back more than 90 years 
ago (see box “From thumbtacks to 
adhesive labels”). Though, Seuster Labels 
GmbH celebrated its 10th anniversary last 
year. Can be explained by the apparent 
contradiction with the takeover of the 
company by the employees in 2003. 
Since then, the label converter from 
Plettenberg in West Sauerland, Germany, 
has invested heavily in the modernization 
of the operation. Since many customers 
remained loyal to the company, the new 
organization was quickly able to succeed 
again.

Process change with look ahead 

Traditionally, letterpress was the 
predominant printing method of the

company. In the last few years the quality 
level has become increasingly higher 
thanks to massive investments in the new 
printing technology and, above all, by 
approaching the pre-press sector. 
“In the end it was clear that the potential 
for further improvement in quality was too 
low to meet the requirements of customers 
in the future,” says Reiner Vöbel. “Sooner 
or later, offset, flexo and digital printing 
will be the main printing technologies in 
the industry. So we had to change our 
traditional printing process.”
“We finally took the decision to buy a 
flexographic printing press of the Italian 
press manufacturer OMET Srl. The 
machine, XFlex X4, which was put into 
operation in December 2012, has 8 printing 
units with a web width of 370mm/15’’. 
This expanded the range of services. 
With the new machine also labels with 
8 colored subjects or with 7 colors plus 
varnish could be realized. In addition, it 
opened up many more new options such 
as cold foil, print on reverse, delam/relam, 
printing on adhesive, etc.
According to the machine manufacturer, 
XFlex X4 can print on label materials 
including paper, cardboard and film from 
12 micron. For this, the servo-driven flexo 
printing units are equipped with chill drums. 
Since the UV units are located directly on 
the impression cylinders, the result is a 
very short web path. This helps keeping 
the makeready time low. The machine 
set-up is easier for the operator through 

RIGHT: 
With the installation of OMET XFlex X4 Seuster Labels GmbH has 

inaugurated in Plettenberg the change from
 letterpress to flexographic printing
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FLEXIBILITY
• Materials: paper, adhesive coupled paper, laid paper or film. 
Pre-coated or special materials are not required
LOW COSTS
• Low investment costs due to very high integration of state of 
the art technology
• Spare heads are a cost effective way of ensuring ongoing 
print quality
• Refurbish program for spare heads is available
• Low cost production especially for short runs
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in the German, Austrian and Swiss markets. 
According to Georg Brokof of Chromos, 
each OMET machine is delivered with this 
technology in Germany now. Experience 
shows that remote service is rarely used 
but it is certainly worthwhile since it allows 
to reduce at a minimum the machine 
downtime and avoid costly service calls. 

the ‘Easy Change’ system. During 
production, the automatic control of 
the longitudinal and lateral register is 
guarantee of reliable register control. 

Service in the internet era 

To ensure the availability of the machine 
as continuously as possible, OMET‘s 
presses are equipped with remote 
service. A helmet camera can have 
direct insight into the current situation 
of the machine with a possible case 
of service by online link. “The remote 
service,” feels Reiner Vöbel, “is  a very 
useful device, even if it was so far never 
needed in Plettenberg.”
The assessment is also shared by 
Chromos GmbH, the distributor of OMET

PREVIOUS PAGES: XFlex X4 at Seuster Labels GmbH 

ABOVE: Vöbel Reiner, managing director of Seuster Labels GmbH, and Nina 
Schäfer, sales responsible, satisfied with the results of OMET’s XFlex X4 press

RIGHT: The touchscreen control panel offers the possibility to staff 
to operate the machine intuitively

seuster-labels.de
chromos.de
chromos.ch



Increase in quality and productivity
 
The company production capacity has 
grown considerably after the introduction 
of the new flexo press. The company has 
managed to offer constant performance 
using the press to the full capacity of 
two shifts. The orders come on the 
one hand of newly acquired customers 
and on the other from existing clients, 
whose label requirements had not been 
completely covered yet. The job potential 
of Seuster Labels is greater than initially 
expected thanks to the advanced 
technical capabilities of OMET XFlex X4. 
If the customer requires a particularly 
high print quality, the company Seuster 
can produce flexographic printing plates 

in an external pre-press service center. 
“Besides the quality, the price always plays 
a crucial role in the buyers” continues 
Reiner Vöbel. “Therefore, OMET’s 
machine also in terms of economy had to 
meet our requirements. In practice, our 
expectations were met at short makeready 
times and high productivity. When printing 
monofilms the maximum print speed of 
190 meters per minute is achieved also in 
everyday production. A side effect of this 
performance, however, is that this always 
creates congestion in further processing. 
Therefore, we intend to expand the capacity 
of this area of business by using the OMET 
XFlex X4 on three shifts.”

Stories of excellence
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LEFT:
Commissioned in December 2012, the new press line has 8 printing units 
with a web width of 370mm/14’’ and an array of ancillary equipment and 
technologies. With a print speed of 190 meters per minute the OMET XFlex 
X4 offers high productivity.

FLEXIBILITY
• Materials: paper, adhesive coupled paper, laid paper or film. 
Pre-coated or special materials are not required
LOW COSTS
• Low investment costs due to very high integration of state of 
the art technology
• Spare heads are a cost effective way of ensuring ongoing 
print quality
• Refurbish program for spare heads is available
• Low cost production especially for short runs
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The company is also strengthened 
through the expansion into new market 
applications, especially in the packaging 
sector. Examples are cartonboard 
products, in-mold labels or hang tags for 
extruded mesh bags. 
To cover the three shift capacity of OMET 
XFlex X4, the company needed plenty 
of qualified engineering and technical 
personnel. 
With regard to the future, there is still 
growing need for qualified employees who 
should be permanently available, and whom 
the company Seuster trains regularly. This 
commitment will be extended in the future 
to the management sector. 

From automotive manufacturers to 
onion growers 

Due to the capacity increase, it is expected 
in Plettenberg a significant increase from 
last year’s turnover of around 4 million 
euros. Nina Schäfer, sales responsible at 
Seuster, is confident that they will succeed: 
“Thanks to the enhanced capabilities of the 
new machine we encounter in the market 
consistently positive response.” Currently, 
label printing serves various industries 
such as automotive, food, furniture and 
steel industries. An expansion of the 
customer base to other segments is 
entirely desirable. Reiner Vöbel describes 
the objective bluntly, “We are happy to 
serve customers from A to Z, i.e. from car 
manufacturers to onion growers.”

SEUSTER LABELS: FROM TACKS TO ADHESIVE LABELS

The birth of the company dates back to 1920 when the family Seuster started to 
manufacture office tacks in the basement of his own home. Four years later a factory 
building will be built and expanded the product range to the drawing board pins. Due to 
the growing demand at home and abroad, the production had to be extended twice by 
the year 1939. 
With the introduction of label production, the company finally takes off in 1948;  in a 
catalog of the company Seuster from the 1950s are also products such as textile labels 
or tags with thread and metal grommets that are sold ‘around the world’. The label 
division is growing continuously in the following years.
Since the company at that time finds no adequate supply of self-adhesive materials 
in the market, it builds up in the 1960s its own production in Plettenberg. This goes 
on until the mid-1970s on two coating lines and a winder of self-adhesive material for 
their own use. With the advent of self-service stores and supermarkets, the product 
segment of price marking labels becomes an important market for the company 
Seuster. Solutions range from security stamping of the price labels to patent devices. 
But the family enters troubled waters as it is forced to stop its own production of 
thermal transfer printers and dispensing systems due to the growing pressure of 
competition. 
Thanks to a takeover of the company by the employees in October 2003, the operation 
never stopped. The current management team with the three directors Christian Benz, 
Peter Selter and Reiner Vöbel succeeds in doubling sales in the first three years. With 
an ambitious investment program in machinery and building for this enterprise size, 
the competitiveness of the Plettenberg plant is expanded in the past ten years. This 
includes the modernization of the building (eg, heating and compressed air supply, solar 
system for their own energy supply) and the production technology (new pre-press 
systems, die cutting system with 600mm/24’’ web width for the production of neutral 
labels, finishing with 100 percent control) as well as the decision to install an 8 colors 
flexo press XFlex X4 and a new printing process... 
Following the demands of the market in 2007, the quality management ISO: 9001 is 
introduced and two years later the environmental management according to ISO:14001. 
A clear indication that the realignment of the company was successful is the expansion 
of the workforce from 15 in 2003 to the 30 employees of today.
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Pressure-sensitive - Still the first choice

Of the total demand for labels in the North 
American region - 10,698 million sqm 
- most goes to the pressure-sensitive 
label format (49%). This preference is 
testimony to the flexibility of the pressure-
sensitive technology, which can deliver 
high levels of sophistication in terms of 
label shape, multi-process imaging, and 
accurate, speedy automatic dispensing—
particularly for premium prime labeling 
applications.
As “shelf stand-out” becomes ever more 
important for retail sales of branded 
products to attract the discerning 
consumer, pressure-sensitive labels 
continue to hold the lion’s share of 
the market. Pressure-sensitive is also 
the preferred technology for variable 
information print labels - for example, 
track-and-trace/bar coding and in-store 
price-weigh applications, using thermal or 
uncoated paper stocks.
There still is room for growth (particularly 
in high-value, specialist areas like security 
and durables labeling), although the “new” 
technologies - sleeving and in-mold - are 
forecast to grow faster in the medium 
term.

Market trends

Profile of North 
America

 Label Industry
by Jackie Marolda, AWA, USA - printed per courtesy of PFFC

AWA Alexander Watson 
Associates forecasts 

medium-term growth for 
the North American label 

market overall of just 
below 2%, with in-mold 

labeling growing fastest, 
followed by sleeving, 

pressure-sensitive, and 
glue-applied labels. 

Labels—a key component 
in today’s marketpalce 

continue to offer a 
growing future in 

North America.



Shrink and stretch  sleeves 

Across the North American region, the 
shrink-, stretch-, and RFS (reel-fed 
shrink)/ROSO sleeve technologies have 
now taken a 13% share of the label 
market and will continue to grow faster 
than the overall market - although not 
at the dynamic rates experienced a few 
years ago. 
Their shelf stand-out, particularly on 
beverages (which represent the largest 
of the end-use market for labels across 
the region), coupled with their tamper-
evident properties and ability to act as 
a barrier to any container damage or 
breakages, are driving their popularity 
with both brand owners and consumers.
Sleeves also offer head-to-toe 
decoration of complex container 
geometries. 
Sleeving, by its very nature, is primarily a 
film-based technology, unlike pressure-
sensitive and glue-applied, which offer 
both film and paper labels.

Market trends

Glue-applied labels the industry’s workhorse

North America still chooses glue-applied 
labels for 32% of its total usage. In Mexico, 
they still command the largest share of the 
market. Glue-applied labels do not have 
the complex pressroom requirements of 
pressure-sensitive technology, are ideally 
suited to long print runs, and may be 
printed sheet-fed or roll-fed on normal 
commercial presses. Therefore, they 
represent an opportunity for commercial 
printers who, today, are suffering from the 
detrimental effects of the growing online 
market and the reduced requirement for 
printed materials.
It is a fact that the packaging print market 
is the only market for printed goods 
today which, globally, is growing; and we 
forecast modest growth in glue-applied 
label applications in North America in the 
medium term. Automatic label application 
on the robust installed base of glue-
applied labeling lines is fast, although the 
the initial set-up can be costly. 

ABOVE:
World demand for labels in 2012 - Source AWA

21%

10%

28%

5%

36%
North America

South America

Middle East & Africa
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Asia Pacific
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In-mold labels: a growing technology

In-mold labels are the ‘new kid on the 
block,’ with just 2% of the North American 
market, but the technology grew an 
estimated 3.5% in 2012 over prior year. 
The complex manufacturing method, 
where the container is made and labeled 
at the same time, involves high-speed 
injection or blow-molding using robotics 
and expensive molds.
IML, however, is suited to high-volume 
container decoration and particularly the 
thin-walled margarine/yoghurt containers 
that are popular today with brand owners 
since they represent reduced weight and, 
of course, reduced costs.
The availability of a knowledgeable, 
capable base of raw material suppliers 
in the region - both for polymer-based 
films and synthetic papers - has been 
instrumental in driving in-mold technology 
forward in North America. There is, though, 
a limited number of experienced printers 
working on in-mold labels, both around the 
world and in North America.
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Current statistics

As North America recovers slowly from 
the economic crisis of recent years, 
some new macro trends are emerging in 
the label market. Hot melt glue-applied 
wraparound labels and heat shrink sleeves 
are significantly challenging the main 
labeling technologies. Wraparound labels 
are making strong inroads into a broader 
beverage sector than just bottled waters, 
taking in fruit juices and functional drinks, 
and also growing in the main food labeling 
market.
In the USA, pressure-sensitive labels are 
facing the current return from film-based 
labels on premium beers to paper-based 
labels, and even back to glue-applied 
labels to save costs. In Mexico, glue-
applied is also benefiting from a move 
away from direct print on to beer bottles.
Even label print technologies are showing 
a shift in the direction of the maturing 
digital print technologies, which are 
gaining market share - particularly for 
multi-version labels printed on a generic 
template for application to a standardized 
container. This is particularly visible in the 
health and beauty care market.

In-Mold labels

Glue-applied labels

Sleeves

Self-adhesive labels

Others



waste management. The Tag & Label Mfrs. 
Inst. has responded with its L.I.F.E. program, 
dedicated to helping converters and suppliers 
to find cost-effective ways to reduce their 
environmental footprint.
There are developing initiatives in the 
direction of waste collection, particularly 
for pressure-sensitive release liner and 
matrix waste, although in North America the 
majority of spent release liner still goes to 
landfill. Europe is more advanced in this
arena than North America, and there are 
plenty of alternative options on offer today 
in terms of recycling and re-use, which we 
expect to see gaining importance in the 
countries of North America in the coming 
years.

Cost Issues

High raw material costs are at the forefront of 
the agenda of both the end-user packaging 
buyers and their label converter suppliers. 
Rising oil and petrochemical prices, as well as 
prices of film materials, resins, inks, adhesives, 
and even paper and wood pulp (important 
because most North American labels are 
printed on paper) are creating a difficult route 
to profitable business for all concerned in the 
label industry value chain.

The Environment

Environmental concerns are today playing
an increasingly important role in that value 
chain, as brand owners publish corporate 
mission statements on carbon footprint and

Market trends
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Issues and Opportunities

There are other concerns for the label 
industry - particularly the rise of flexible 
packaging and pouches, which do not 
require an additional label at all. But 
there are also a number of high-value 
opportunity areas such as “intelligent” 
packaging, using RFID or featuring time/
temperature or sell-by date indicators, 
as well as an ever-increasing need for 
anti-counterfeiting, track-and-trace, and 
tamper-evident features. The food, 

Source: 
Paper, Film & Foil Converter, August 2013 by Jackie Marolda of AWA Alexander Watson:
http://www.pffc-online.com/label-tape/11403-market-trends-profile-of-north-american-label-industry

beverage, and pharmaceutical markets 
are key targets, and the US FDA endorses 
RFID labels for use on drugs packaging. 
Such security options are ideally located 
on labels, in whichever way they are 
printed and applied. In fact, functional/
security applications represent 6% of 
the North American label market, and a 
continuing high-value opportunity both for 
the suppliers of the raw materials and for 
the label converter.

The latest study by PRIMIR’s (primir.org) offers an overview of new technologies and applications that could represent 
a source of business for industrial and commercial printers worldwide.

Security Printing
The search for printing techniques that cannot be counterfeited has pushed the main players of the printing industry 
to  study new technoogies, substrates and materials. Security printing products include bar codes, 2D & 3D 
printing, biometrical barcodes and nanotechnology. “Biometrics” refers to the identification of humans by individual 
characteristics or traits, included, as an example, in barcodes appearing on passports that encrypt personal information 
on the document’s proprietor.  

Printed Electronics
Bound to grow to approximately 20 billion $ in years 2014-24, the market of printed electronics is still limited to pilot-
scale projects or laboratory testing. 

3D printing
Limited by the costs of commercial manufacturing, 3D printing remains confined to prototyping and testing. 3D printing 
does, however, represent a viable opportunity for many printers to expand their products portfolio since manufacturing 
equipment and supplies are offered at affordable prices.

Nanotechnology
The nanotechnology material manufacturing industry has already created a multibillion-dollar U.S. market. Nano 
matter is characterized by high-tensile strength, low weight, high electrical and thermal conductivity, and unique 
electronic properties. There is widespread interest in biology and biomedicine; computing and memory; electronics 
and displays; optoelectronic devices; optical components used in telecommunications; and, security applications, 
although production is still a big challenge and seems not to attract the expected investments. 

Adapted from: 
Paper, Film & Foil Converter, May 2, 2014
Emerging Technologies and Applications
http://www.pffc-online.com/management/12044-printing-trends-emerging-technologies-and-applications 

Emerging technologies & Applications 
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Events

Labelexpo Americas 2014 9 - 11 September 2014 

OMET Events
OMET AT NEXT LABELEXPO INDIA 2014

OMET Srl will be exhibiting at the forthcoming Labelexpo India 2014 being held at the premier exhibition 
venue of Pragati Maidan, New Delhi from 29th October to 1st November 2014. Labelexpo India, organised 
by UK based Tarsus group was launched in 2002. It is the largest label event in India, which happens to be 
one of the world fastest-growing label markets. The show is attended by all the key label printers in South 
Asia making it the largest event for the label and packaging printing industry in South Asia.
OMET will be displaying its state of art new label press, the OMET XFlex X4. This is an 8 color full servo press 
with advanced controls on a low-budget press, operator-friendly with maximum security, short web path, 
minimum waste, gearless anilox roll, OMET’s unique Rock’n’Roll matrix rewinder for increased productivity,  
delam-relam, web turnbar, cold foiling unit, fully automatic register control system capable of registering 
in machine direction and cross direction without manual intervention, etc. 
Already three XFlex X4 machines besides other OMET presses, have been installed in India. Launched 
in Brussels in 2011, the press has an extremely short web path and is capable to handle a vast range 
of materials from 12 micron films to 250 gsm board. It can produce Shrink sleeves, Flexible packaging 
materials, Self adhesive labels and a variety of other packaging materials. The success and acceptability of 
this press is evident from the rapidly increasing number of installations around the world. OMET believes 
in making printing a comfortable experience for the label printers and their operators. 
“We always look forward to exhibiting in India, it is a growing market and the printers wish to grow to 
global levels in quality, it is amazing, it encourages us to present to them our best technological offerings,” 
says Paolo Grasso, sales area manager of OMET. Harveer Sahni, Managing Director Weldon Celloplast 
Limited says, “We are proud to bring the technically advanced OMET products to our Indian printers, they 
have in recent times proved to be willing to invest in what’s best by opting for the highest end presses 
offered by OMET.”

XFLEX X2 SHOWCASE DURING OPEN HOUSE IN SOUTH AFRICA

OMET and its representative for South Africa Presstec announce the organization of an Open House next September 18 at customer Label Link of Cape Town, whose 
owner, Mr. Stemmet, has accepted to open doors and make its XFlex X2 available for demonstrations.
XFlex X2 has been designed to reduce set-up times and waste to a minimum and make the operators’ work as easy as possible. In fact, traditional equipment, like 
printing cylinders, coexist with OMET’s most advanced innovations, offered as standard on the press: the shortest web path available on the market, a quick ink 
change system, and chilled drums  which make it possible for converters to switch between self-adhesive and flexible film printing as low as 12 microns. 
The electronic equipment of XFlex X2 include cross printing registration adjustments and printing and die-cutting automatic pre-register. All this, in addition to the 
machine top quality components and peculiar robustness, allow to achieve the highest quality and make of XFlex X2 the ideal press for all the companies who do 
not look for extreme production automation.
The XFlex X2 line at Label Link is 370mm/14’’ wide with 8 UV flexo colors, cold foil and die-cutting. The day will start with the warm welcome by Presstec, followed 
by the introduction to OMET’s range of machines by Sergio Villa, OMET regional manager. The attendees will be then invited to assist to demos on different materials 
and print subjects. Past demo time, it will be possible to schedule one-to-one meetings with Presstec and OMET’s representatives. Both companies’ staff will be on 
hand for the duration of the event to answer to any technical or commercial question.
It is the first official presentation of XFlex line of packaging printing machines in South Africa  and the very first event of this kind, with a customer opening its 
factory to other converters. This is going to be possible thanks to the great confidence established between the agent and OMET and the agent and the customer. 
Presstec Team, Antron and Linton Hendricks in the first place, have shown great ability in dealing with the customers and a deep knowledge of the local market; 
both abilities have contributed to the signing of two orders in quite a short time.
During the month of September OMET is showcasing quite contemporarily on the global stage all the presses belonging to the XFlex line: XFlex X6 and XFlex X4 
will be on stage at Labelexpo Americas (Rosemont, Illinois, 9-12 September) and XFlex X2 in Cape Town, South Africa on September 18, from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 

East Afripack 2014 9 - 12 September 2014 

Labelexpo India 2014 29 October - 1 November 2014

Labelexpo South China 2014 3 - 5 December 2014 

Label Summit Latin America 2015 21 - 22 April 2015 

Converflex 2015 19 - 23 May 2015 

Labelexpo Europe 2015 29 September - 2 October 2015
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9 - 11 September 2014 Donald E. Stephens Convention Center, Rosemont, IL, USA

OMET Events
Where to meet OMET in the next 12 months

XFLEX X2 SHOWCASE DURING OPEN HOUSE IN SOUTH AFRICA

OMET and its representative for South Africa Presstec announce the organization of an Open House next September 18 at customer Label Link of Cape Town, whose 
owner, Mr. Stemmet, has accepted to open doors and make its XFlex X2 available for demonstrations.
XFlex X2 has been designed to reduce set-up times and waste to a minimum and make the operators’ work as easy as possible. In fact, traditional equipment, like 
printing cylinders, coexist with OMET’s most advanced innovations, offered as standard on the press: the shortest web path available on the market, a quick ink 
change system, and chilled drums  which make it possible for converters to switch between self-adhesive and flexible film printing as low as 12 microns. 
The electronic equipment of XFlex X2 include cross printing registration adjustments and printing and die-cutting automatic pre-register. All this, in addition to the 
machine top quality components and peculiar robustness, allow to achieve the highest quality and make of XFlex X2 the ideal press for all the companies who do 
not look for extreme production automation.
The XFlex X2 line at Label Link is 370mm/14’’ wide with 8 UV flexo colors, cold foil and die-cutting. The day will start with the warm welcome by Presstec, followed 
by the introduction to OMET’s range of machines by Sergio Villa, OMET regional manager. The attendees will be then invited to assist to demos on different materials 
and print subjects. Past demo time, it will be possible to schedule one-to-one meetings with Presstec and OMET’s representatives. Both companies’ staff will be on 
hand for the duration of the event to answer to any technical or commercial question.
It is the first official presentation of XFlex line of packaging printing machines in South Africa  and the very first event of this kind, with a customer opening its 
factory to other converters. This is going to be possible thanks to the great confidence established between the agent and OMET and the agent and the customer. 
Presstec Team, Antron and Linton Hendricks in the first place, have shown great ability in dealing with the customers and a deep knowledge of the local market; 
both abilities have contributed to the signing of two orders in quite a short time.
During the month of September OMET is showcasing quite contemporarily on the global stage all the presses belonging to the XFlex line: XFlex X6 and XFlex X4 
will be on stage at Labelexpo Americas (Rosemont, Illinois, 9-12 September) and XFlex X2 in Cape Town, South Africa on September 18, from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 

18 September 2014
Cape Town, South Africa

9 - 12 September 2014 KICC Center, Nairobi, Kenya

29 October - 1 November 2014 Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, India

3 - 5 December 2014 Pazhou Exhibition Center, Guangzhou, China

21 - 22 April 2015 World Trade Center, Mexico City Reforma, Mexico

19 - 23 May 2015 Milan-Rho Fiera, Italy

29 September - 2 October 2015 Brussels Expo, Brussels, Belgium
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